Reading a PDF Document

Support for PDF documents on the Apex was implemented in KeySoft version 9.2 (and 8.1 for the mPower), released October 2011.

It is now possible to convert a PDF document to a text file. The text file can be opened directly in KeyWord, thus allowing it to be read and edited at your convenience.  This capability allows for any PDF document with imbedded text to be converted to a text file, allowing professional documents to be received as attachments by email on your apex, and opened and read without the use of a computer or other external converter. 
Steps to convert a PDF file are as follows:

1. Enter KeyWord from the Main Menu

2. Choose "Open a document" by pressing O. Select the drive and folder where the PDF file is located.

3. Press Enter on the PDF file. KeySoft prompts with the message “Converting PDF to text” and 3 second beeps while the conversion is in progress.

4. You are now presented with the message to "Review the options?" Simply press enter if you want to immediately enter the converted text file.  Press Y for Yes if you want to immediately save this file as a Braille document.  Then follow the prompts and press Escape once finishing the questions in the list.
5. If you chose not to convert the file to braille, the PDF file has now been converted to text and is now shown in KeyWord. 

PDF Files In KeyBook:

If you are planning on reading the contents of a PDF document but do not intend editing the file, KeySoft's book reader allows for a simple and efficient method to accomplish this task. 

Steps to open a PDF file via the book reader:

1. Enter the book reader from KeySoft's main menu.

2. Select the drive and folder where the PDF file is located.

3. Press enter on the file and it will convert and open the file in the book reader.

Reading a DOCX Document

Support for Microsoft Word DOCX files on the Apex was implemented in KeySoft version 9.3.0, released July 2013.

Now DOCX documents saved in Microsoft Word 2007 or later can be opened and read using your BrailleNote Apex.  What’s more, unlike other similar portable devices, KeySoft will not strip out the primary formatting of a document, allowing you to understand how the document is laid out
 and view such formatting as heading styles, tables, footnotes and endnotes, and page alignment changes using both speech and braille.  You can either view the document in KeyWeb using familiar navigation keystrokes or alternatively obtain a simplified version of the DOCX file in KeyWord for editing. 

Viewing and Editing DOCX files:

1. From either the file manager, Book Reader, or the KeyWord file list, simply press enter on the DOCX file you wish to open. 

2. You will be asked if you want to view or edit the document.

3. Press V to view a formatted document in the KeyWeb browser, or press E to edit a simplified document in KeyWord. 

Reading a PPTX File

Support for Microsoft PowerPoint PPTX documents on the Apex was implemented in KeySoft version 9.4.0, released December 2013.

KeySoft 9.4.0 puts Microsoft PowerPoint 2007 or later presentations at your fingertips.  Simply press enter on a PowerPoint file and KeySoft will open the slides in a simple, non visual manner, so you have access to the information more efficiently.  

Simply ask the teacher or presenter to provide you the PowerPoint file and you can follow along with your peers.  What’s more, view the individual slide elements in Braille while you explore a slide.  Navigate a slide’s table, bullets, heading styles, and slide notes with ease without needing to have a screen reader talking in your ear while you are trying to give or follow a presentation.

To open a PowerPoint 2007 or later presentation:

1. From the Main Menu, press F for file manager. 

2. Press B for Browse Files.
3. Space to your desired drive and press enter.
4. Space to your desired folder and press enter.
5. Space to the desired presentation ending in .pptx and press enter.
6. You will hear the Apex say “Please wait” as it converts the file and you will soon find yourself at the top of a page of links containing all your slides.  Simply navigate with the next line command and press enter on the slide you want to view.  At the bottom of each slide are Previous, Index, and Next links to allow you to progress through the presentation.

