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BrailleNote Touch Knowledge Levels
Using Explore by Touch mode
Explore by Touch is the second mode of interaction that you can use on the BrailleNote Touch. In general, it will be the less commonly used method, compared to the TouchBraille mode.

Explore by Touch mode allows you to navigate through the BrailleNote using finger gestures on the touchscreen. These gestures are similar to the ones you would use when navigating a traditional tablet or smartphone and using a screenreader, such as iOS on Apple devices and TalkBack on Android devices.
Note: Explore by Touch mode can only be used when you are navigating menus, lists and other applications. It cannot be used when you are in a situation where you can input text, such as inside a document in KeyWord, or in a text input field on a webpage.

On traditional tablets and smartphones, it is possible to bring up a visual onscreen computer style keyboard that you can use to input text. The Touch does not have this type of keyboard. There is however the virtual onscreen Braille keyboard, which you can use when in TouchBraille mode – refer to “Using TouchBraille mode” for guidance on using the virtual Braille keyboard.

Selecting Explore by Touch mode
When Explore by Touch mode is active, a visual letter T will be displayed in the bottom left corner of the touchscreen. You will always be using either Explore by Touch or TouchBraille mode.
If you are currently using TouchBraille mode, you can quickly switch to Explore by Touch mode by pressing and releasing both the Previous (far left) thumb key and Next (far right) thumb key at the same time. You will be prompted “TouchBraille off”, and the visual letter T will be displayed on the touchscreen.
Note: If you are using Explore by Touch mode, and you encounter a situation where you have to input text, such as creating a new KeyWord document, moving to a text input field on a webpage, or creating a new email and going to the message body, the Touch will automatically switch you into TouchBraille mode and you will be prompted “Edit mode”. This will give you use of the virtual Braille keyboard, or the physical Braille keyboard if you have connected it. 
When you leave the situation where you are inputting text, the Touch will automatically switch you back into Explore by Touch mode.

If you are using Explore by Touch mode, and you connect the physical Braille keyboard into the Touch and flip it down over the screen, you will be automatically be switched into TouchBraille mode. Note that you could lift the physical Braille keyboard up from the screen, and temporarily switch to Explore by Touch mode if you wish to do so. When you want to flip the Braille keyboard back down onto the screen, you will need to switch back to TouchBraille mode.
Starting to use Explore by Touch mode

Once you have selected Explore by Touch mode, you do not have to calibrate the touchscreen in order to start using it.

Using Explore by Touch mode

Explore by Touch mode gives you the use of gestures that tablet and smartphone users will be familiar with.
There are references below to some general gestures – swipe, tap and slide. 

A swipe refers to placing your finger(s) on the touchscreen and then quickly swiping them in the specified direction. When using a swipe gesture, your finger(s) stay on the screen only very briefly.

A tap refers to quickly tapping and releasing your finger(s) on the touchscreen. You can tap anywhere on the visible area of the touchscreen.

A slide refers to placing your finger(s) on the touchscreen and then moving them in the specified direction. When using a slide gesture, your finger(s) stay on the screen a little longer than when using a swipe gesture.
Note that when you are using Explore by Touch mode, you can still use the Braille thumb keys for navigation.

General navigation

You can easily navigate through the items on the screen within the application you are currently using. The best way to start using Explore by Touch mode is to simply touch anywhere on the screen with one finger. The item displayed underneath your finger will be selected. This item will be read out in speech by the Touch, and the item’s name will also be displayed in Braille.

If you want to simply go through the items on the screen, slide with one finger on the screen in the desired direction. 

If you want to quickly jump to the next or previous item, you can do so as described below.
To navigate to the next item on the screen (menu, list or application), swipe right with one finger on the touchscreen.
Alternatively, press and release the Next (far right) thumb key.
Note that if the current item’s name does not fill the Braille display, you can also move to the next item by pressing and releasing the Advance (inner right) thumb key.

To navigate to the previous item on the screen (menu, list or application), swipe left with one finger on the touchscreen.

Alternatively, press and release the Previous (far left) thumb key.

Note that if the current item’s name does not fill the Braille display, you can also move to the previous item by pressing and releasing the Back (inner left) thumb key.

If you reach the end or beginning of a list when using the thumb keys, you will hear an audio sound which alerts you of this. If you reach the top of a list, you will be prompted “Top” in Braille. If you reach the bottom of a list, you will be prompted “Bottom” in Braille.

The Touch allows looping through lists and menus. If you are currently positioned on the first item in a list or menu, moving to the previous item will position you on the item at the end of the list / menu.

If you are currently positioned on the last item in a list or menu, moving to the next item will 

position you on the item at the start of the list / menu.

If there are a large number of items in the list, menu or application you are using, the visual screen will not be able to show them all. In this case, you can scroll the screen to change the viewable list of items.
To scroll through a list of items, slide with two fingers on the touchscreen. The scrolling action uses an inverse slide gesture.

To scroll upwards through a list of items, slide downwards with two fingers on the touchscreen.

To scroll downwards through a list of items, slide upwards with two fingers on the touchscreen.

To select an item so that your position and focus is moved to it, simply touch the item’s name with one finger on the touchscreen.

To activate / action the item that is currently selected (the item that you are positioned on), double tap the touchscreen with one finger. Alternatively, press a cursor routing button above any of the letters in the item’s name on the Braille display.
To long press an item, double tap and hold with one finger on the touchscreen. The long press is often used to access additional actions or options for an item. 
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