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BrailleNote Touch Knowledge Levels
Using TouchBraille mode
TouchBraille is the most common mode of interaction that you will generally use on the BrailleNote Touch. TouchBraille is one mode, with the other being Explore by Touch mode. Refer to “Using Explore by Touch mode” for guidance on using Explore by Touch mode.
TouchBraille mode offers you a very intuitive and efficient method of input, navigation and actions on the Touch. In TouchBraille mode, navigation and actions are performed using a variety of keyboard shortcuts and first letter navigation.
Selecting TouchBraille mode
When TouchBraille mode is active, a visual letter B will be displayed in the bottom left corner of the touchscreen. You will always be using either TouchBraille or Explore by Touch mode. 

If you are currently using Explore by Touch mode, you can quickly switch to TouchBraille mode by pressing and releasing both the Previous (far left) thumb key and Next (far right) thumb key at the same time. You will be prompted “TouchBraille on”, and the visual letter B will be displayed on the touchscreen.

Starting to use TouchBraille mode

When TouchBraille mode has been selected, you will need to calibrate the touchscreen for Braille input. 
To initially calibrate the touchscreen for touch input, after turning the BrailleNote on, rest your wrists on the front edge of your BrailleNote, just below the braille display, until you find a position comfortable for typing, while keeping your fingers slightly above the screen. Then, place all ten fingers on your screen until you feel a short vibration. This vibration indicates that your BrailleNote is calibrated to your fingers’ position. After feeling the calibration vibration, lift your fingers slightly off the screen and at this point, you can type on your screen the same way you would type with a traditional physical braille keyboard, with the added advantage that TouchBraille is almost completely silent, and you do not need to raise your fingers much off the screen as there is barely any force required to type with TouchBraille.
Note that you can use any of the screen area – you are not limited to the area of the screen that shows visual output. The location that you use on the touchscreen to place your fingers will be used for the virtual Braille keyboard. 

Note: If you attempt to calibrate the touchscreen, and you feel a long vibration instead of the expected short vibration, this means that the calibration was unsuccessful. If this happens, simply lift your fingers so they are no longer touching the screen, then place them down on the screen and try to calibrate again.

Useful tip: If you are still unable to calibrate even after multiple attempts, lift your fingers so they are removed from the screen. Place both your palms flat onto the screen, then remove them from the screen. Then, try the regular calibration with all your fingers again.

The BrailleNote is very good at keeping the touchscreen calibrated. However, if you remove your fingers from the screen for a longer time, or you want to change the typing position of your fingers, you will need to recalibrate the touchscreen.
Once the touchscreen has been calibrated successfully, you can start to use TouchBraille mode.

Using TouchBraille mode

TouchBraille mode applies to using the virtual Braille keyboard on the screen which you can use by tapping your fingers directly on the touchscreen. TouchBraille mode also applies to using the physical Braille keyboard.
TouchBraille mode uses the virtual Braille keyboard which you can action by tapping your fingers on the screen. During the touchscreen calibration, a virtual Braille keyboard is set up on the screen. The Braille dots are mapped to your fingers. Your furthest left finger on your left hand will be set as the Left space key, with your furthest right finger on your right hand being set as the Enter key. The three other fingers on each hand will be set as the Perkins style Braille keyboard. The Touch will use your thumbs for the Space bar – you can use either thumb to activate the Space bar key.
All references to keyboard actions and commands throughout this guide, as well as the BrailleNote Touch “how to” guides in general, will apply to both the virtual onscreen Braille keyboard, and the physical Braille keyboard.
Note: The Touch’s virtual and physical Braille keyboard works on the release of your fingers from the touchscreen / physical Braille keys. This means that you cannot hold down your fingers to perform an action repeatedly.

To type using the physical Braille keyboard, simply ensure that the Touch is in its’ case, and then ensure that the Braille keyboard is positioned down over the touchscreen. You can now use the physical Braille keyboard to navigate menus, select items, and type information into applications.
General navigation
These are some of the general commands you can use when TouchBraille mode is active.
Note that when you navigate to an item, the Touch will give you the item’s name in both speech and Braille (depending on whether your speech output is turned on).

 • To move to the next item in a menu or list, press and release the Next (far right) thumb key. Alternatively, press Space with dot 4.
Note that if the current item’s name does not fill the Braille display, you can also move to the next item by pressing and releasing the Right (inner right) thumb key
• To move to the previous item in a menu or list, press and release the Previous (far left) thumb key. Alternatively, press Space with dot 1.
Note that if the current item’s name does not fill the Braille display, you can also move to the previous item by pressing and releasing the Left (inner left) thumb key.

• From V4 you are now able to use the traditional keysoft navigation, Space to move forward, backspace to move back.
If you reach the end or beginning of a list when using the thumb keys, you will hear an audio sound which alerts you of this. If you reach the top of a list, you will be prompted “Top” in Braille. If you reach the bottom of a list, you will be prompted “Bottom” in Braille.
The Touch allows looping through lists and menus. If you are currently positioned on the first item in a list or menu, moving to the previous item will position you on the item at the end of the list / menu.
If you are currently positioned on the last item in a list or menu, moving to the next item will 
position you on the item at the start of the list / menu.
• To select / action the current item, press a cursor routing button above any of the letters in the item’s name on the Braille display. Alternatively, press Enter (dot 8).
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