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BrailleNote Touch Knowledge Levels
Methods of input and interaction
The BrailleNote Touch offers three methods of input and interaction with the product. This makes the product very flexible and powerful, as users can input and interact according to their preference.
The three main methods of input and interaction are as follows:

• Using your fingers on the touchscreen – this is used for typing text into applications, as well as for navigation and control of the device

• Using the physical Braille keyboard – this is used for typing text into applications, as well as for navigation and control of the device

• Using Google Now’s voice input – this is mainly used for speaking information that you want to look up, for example to search for something on the internet
By default, the KeySoft accessibility is turned on and enabled on the BrailleNote. This means that speech and Braille output are available. It is possible to turn KeySoft off, which will disable speech and Braille and allow the BrailleNote tablet to be used as a standard tablet for sighted people.
Using your fingers on the touchscreen

You can use your fingers on the BrailleNote’s touchscreen. The touchscreen is sensitive to touch input, and supports standard gestures such as tapping, long pressing, pinching and zooming. 
There are two distinct modes of operation that the BrailleNote can use, which affects how you interact with the touchscreen. These are as follows:
• TouchBraille mode

• Explore by Touch mode

TouchBraille mode creates a virtual onscreen Braille keyboard, which you can use to input text into applications, as well as navigating through menus and selecting items. Please refer to “Using TouchBraille Mode” for more information.
Explore by Touch mode allows you to use various touchscreen gestures to interact with and control the device. For example, you can navigate through the items in a menu or dialog box. When you are using Explore by Touch mode, there is no virtual onscreen Braille keyboard. Please refer to “Using Explore by Touch” for more information.
Note: When you are in any situation where you are able to, or have to input text into an application on the BrailleNote, you will automatically be switched into TouchBraille mode, which will allow you to use the virtual onscreen Braille keyboard. Explore by Touch mode will be unavailable at this point.
If you are using Explore by Touch mode, and you encounter a situation where you need to input text, such as creating a new document or moving to an input field on a webpage, the BrailleNote will automatically switch you into TouchBraille mode, so you can use the virtual Braille keyboard. Once you are no longer in the text input situation, the BrailleNote will automatically switch you back into Explore by Touch mode – the BrailleNote remembers your current setting.
Toggling between TouchBraille mode and Explore by Touch mode

There is a quick way to toggle your interaction mode between TouchBraille and Explore by Touch – press and release both the Previous (far left) thumb key and the 
Next (far right) thumb key at the same time.

If you were using TouchBraille mode and you perform this action, you will be prompted “TouchBraille Off”, which indicates that you are now using Explore by Touch mode. 

This message will also appear briefly in text on the screen, and a visual “T” will stay displayed on the screen (just above Braille cell 11) to indicate that Explore by Touch mode is active.
If you were using Explore by Touch mode and you perform this action, you will be prompted “TouchBraille On“, which indicates that you are now using TouchBraille mode.

This message will also appear briefly in text on the screen, and a visual “B” will stay displayed on the screen (just above Braille cell 11) to indicate that TouchBraille mode is active.

Using the physical Braille keyboard

The BrailleNote comes with a physical Braille keyboard, which you can connect into the device via the port on the back. 

When the physical Braille keyboard is connected into the BrailleNote, this sets the interaction mode to TouchBraille. 
Note: TouchBraille mode gives support for the virtual onscreen Braille keyboard without the physical Braille keyboard attached, as well as use of the physical Braille keyboard).

Using Google Now’s voice input
The BrailleNote uses the Android operating system software. Android comes with Google Now preinstalled. Google Now is a powerful feature which allows you to speak information into the device to perform searches and other functions.
Refer to “Using voice search” for detailed guidance on using the Google Now feature.
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