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BrailleNote Touch Knowledge Levels
Improving Braille literacy and Touch Typing
There are many ways we try to engage our braille learners in learning braille and moving from one grade to another adds to the complexity. In this guide, we will take you through additional approaches that can be used as part of your student’s Braille, literacy and touch typing development in which can help your students engage and learn grade 2 braille, and independently.  

The BrailleNote Touch now supports full QWERTY keyboard, and with many different keyboard layouts supported within Android, you will be sure to find the correct Keyboard layout and language of your choice. 

Please refer to “Using multiple keyboard layouts” for more information on how to add additional keyboard layouts.
Before we begin the approaches first, you will need to connect a QWERTY keyboard, both Bluetooth and USB are both supported. Please refer to the following guides:

· QWERTY keyboard support
· Setting up the Touch with a Bluetooth device
Once you have established the connection between a QWERTY keyboard and the BrailleNote Touch, you will be able to use both Braille and Qwerty input at the same time. There many benefits from doing this including using the BrailleNote Touch as a deaf-blind communicator. The sighted peer will use the QWERTY keyboard and the visual screen, and the deaf-blind user will be using the braille keyboard and the braille display. This combination allows for a real-time conversation without the use of interpreters. 
Two approaches can be used to get your students to grade 2 and improve literacy, the first approach we guide you through how your student can use the QWERTY keyboard with the support of using the braille display, and the second approach can be used to evaluate the students progress. 

Student using both Keyboard and Braille Display
This approach will allow a student to use their literacy skills, braille skills, and touch typing skills.
1. Create two language profiles and call them Grade 1 and Grade 2. 

Under the grade 1 profile ensure your preferred reading grade is set to Grade 1 and under your Grade 2 profile the preferred reading grade is set to grade 2. 

Please refer to ‘Using language profiles.’ for more information on how to create and configure your language profiles.

2. Now that you have two profiles configure, one profile showing Grade 1 and the other profile grade 2 are you ready to take on the first approach. 

3. Make sure the student is using the Grade 2 profile, press Enter with L to toggle between the profiles. 

4. Get the student to either use the Braille keyboard or QWERTY keyboard and type a sentence that you have assigned which contains contractions that are currently being learned.

5. The student will essentially be writing in a grade 1 context, but on the braille display, it will show in grade 2. When the student is typing, they can check how it appears in braille. If however, they are still not sure of how it is presented in a grade 2 form they simple press Enter with L to toggle to the grade 1 profile and the display will show the words in grade 1. The student can keep toggling between these grades until they feel they have learned the contraction. Not only will the student improve their braille skills, but they will also be adapting their literacy skills and Touch typing skills to the lesson. 
TVI or teacher using Qwerty keyboard and student using the braille display only
This approach allows for the TVI to evaluate the progress the student has made. 

1. Ensure the student is set to use the Grade 2 language profile. 

2. With the TVI predominantly using the QWERTY keyboard and the student reading the braille display, the TVI will type using the QWERTY keyboard keywords or sentences to which the student will be able to read in Grade 2 braille.
3. This approach allows the teacher to assess the students reading of newly learned contractions. 
4. If the student, however, struggles to understand the contracted word, again the student can press Enter will L to toggle to the Grade 1 profile and read what’s on the braille display in Grade 1 context.
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