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BrailleNote Terminal Tool and JAWS driver v1.0.6 
Release Notes

This document describes useful information regarding the BrailleNote Terminal tool, including the BrailleNote driver v1.0.6 for JAWS.
Please refer to the What’s new section to consult a list of product highlights. Software installation procedures are described in Section 2. Known limitations, workarounds, tips and other useful procedures are documented in Section 3.
1. What’s new in the BrailleNote driver v1.0.6 for JAWS 
This new BrailleNote driver for the JAWS screen reader can be used in both 32 and 64 bits Windows environments (7, Vista, XP and 2008 Server). It is compatible with JAWS for Windows 10 and up. You can use it with a BrailleNote PK, BrailleNote mPower and BrailleNote Apex.

While it’s still possible to simulate PC keyboard entry on your Braille display using the  Keysoft Input mode, it is now possible to enter characters on your Braille keyboard while  using  JAWS  . This JAWS feature is always enabled in this driver.

Also, grade 2 Braille entry is now possible starting with JAWS 12 on BrailleNote models with a Braille keyboard. Just activate the grade 2 Braille entry support in JAWS, and it will do the translation as you type.

For the BrailleNote Apex BT model, the driver now fully supports the Scroll Wheel buttons.

The KeySoft Input mode is now also available for BrailleNote Apex QT models so you can simulate pc keyboard entry easily.
A separate installation to use the Braille terminal input mode is no longer required.

2. Software installation
This installation package includes the Apex USB driver and the JAWS BrailleNote driver. 

If you have a BrailleNote mPower or a BrailleNote PK, or if you want to use your Apex with Bluetooth or with the USB serial adapter, the Apex USB driver is not required to use your device as a Braille terminal. Simply install the JAWS BrailleNote driver as described below if you are using JAWS.

The USB driver is required if you plan to use your Apex as a Braille terminal with JAWS or Window-Eyes. It is also necessary for use with KeyView or KeySync through the USB client port.

Both drivers can be installed with Windows XP, Windows Vista (32 and 64 bits) and Windows 7 (32 and 64 bits) operating systems.

Apex USB driver installation: 

Follow the instructions below to install the USB driver. Don't connect your Apex before installing the driver.

1. Download the driver zip file and unzip it to a folder on your PC. Note the location where you downloaded the file.

2. Locate the file BrailleTerminalTools.zip and open it.
3. Open the file Braille terminaltools.exe
4. Select Install the USB driver or press Alt-U to start the installation. This process will preinstall the driver files on your computer.

5. From the Apex main menu, press the letter T to enter Braille terminal mode.

6. KeySoft asks "Braille terminal port?".  Press the letter U for USB client and press ENTER to confirm.

7. Connect the small end of the client USB cable into the rectangular port on the right side of the Apex, just below the AC power jack. Plug the standard USB end into a USB port on your PC.  You will hear a rising tone indicating that the PC has recognized the connection.

8. You will be presented with a Found new hardware wizard, most likely asking if you want to use Windows update to check for the drivers.  Select the "Not at this time" radio button and select the NEXT button.

9. On the next screen, select the "Install the software automatically," radio button and select the NEXT button.

10. You will be presented with a warning stating that these drivers have not passed windows logo testing.  Simply select the "Continue anyway" button.

11. After installation has been completed, you will be presented with a completion message.  Click FINISH to conclude the installation.

If you want to use your Apex with Window-Eyes, you can Exit the Braille Terminal Tools immediately. The Window-Eyes BrailleNote driver is already included in the Window-Eyes program.

JAWS driver installation: 

Follow the instructions below to install the BrailleNote driver for JAWS version 10 or later.

1. Select Install BrailleNote driver for JAWS or press Alt-J to start the installation. 

2. Select NEXT to continue.

3. On the next screen, select the BrailleNote's communication port from the list. If your Apex is connected to the USB client port, it will be automatically detected by your computer.

4. Select NEXT to continue.

5. Select INSTALL to start the JAWS driver installation.

6. Select YES to use your BrailleNote as your default Braille display.

7. Click FINISH to conclude the installation process.

Apex communication port: 

If your Apex was not automatically detected during the JAWS driver installation process, or if you are using another screen reader, do the following to find the communication port number:

1. In the Start menu go to Settings/Control Panel and open System.

2. Select the "Hardware" tab and select the device Manager button.

3. In the Device Manager window, open Ports (COM & LPT) and select Apex Virtual USB COM Port 1 (COMX).

4. Note the COMX value, this is the COM port value to set in the screen reader. 

5. Close the Control Panel and Device Manager windows.

6. In your screen reader's Braille settings, select BrailleNote (signed) as your Default Braille display and set the communication port to the COMX value noted in step 4. 

3. Known limitations, workarounds and tips
The following list describes known limitations for the BrailleNote driver 1.0.6 for JAWS 10. Its purpose is to help the user identify certain issues and propose workarounds and troubleshooting procedures.
BrailleNote Apex USB client connection:
When connected to the PC using the USB client port and the Apex USB driver, the connection may not be reestablished with a Windows 7 computer after the computer is rebooted:
· Reboot your computer. 
· Wait for the Windows logon screen to be displayed, or your Windows session to be fully loaded if Windows automatically logs in.
· Unplug and plug the USB client cable from the computer or the BrailleNote Apex.
· You will hear the default Windows USB connection notification sound from your computer.
· If JAWS is already loaded, you will have to restart it in order to use the BrailleNote Apex with it.

This issue only affects the USB client connection. Bluetooth and USB-Serial adapter connections will not be affected.
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